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Part one: Soong Ching ling to Mr. I. Epstein & Miss Elsie Cholmeley

1. To Epstein (June 30th, 1939)
“THE PEOPLE’S WAR”
This book is different from any other foreign work on our war of resistance
because it relates its analytic first-hand account of the struggle to the past history

and future prospects of our national revolution. Every friend of China should read it.

Soong Ching Ling
June 30, 1939

2. To Epstein & Elsie (June 29th, 1946)
Dear Elsie and Eppie:

It was so sweet of you to send me the beautiful material by Mildred Price. I
shall have it made up soon and it will be my favorite dress. However, the best thing
she brought me was the assurance of your return in the fall. Only keep my fingers
crossed that there will be no snags in visa procuration. Lots of work awaiting you
and you have no idea how much we have missed you.

Now for some news, first of all, we have decided to drop the word “Committee”
from the title of our organization. MP objected strongly to our name and suggested
that it should be called China Welfare Council. But we are not a Council so we have
decided for convenience sake to shorten our name.

MP also suggested the appointment of a Jean Green to come out from US to be
our secretary. We have decided to wait until our office is expanded enough to warrant
taking on many workers. Meantime with the approval of UCR we have invited Gerry
Tannebaum, of UNRRA and formerly of the I. and E. section of the US army to take
charge of all administrative work, as well as be responsible for overall planning,
which includes keeping present project in action, and activating new ones. He will
take over liaison work between ourselves and UNRRA, CNRRA and the Red Cross
branches, etc. of course in charge of publicity as well. Tannebaum has been helping
with our various fund raising projects already and from all angles he seems to be the
“answer to our prayer”, according to MP.

You will be pleased to hear that among our various projects, we have included
a Children’s Library to be established locally first. With all the treasure chests that
have been sent from US, and useless in the interior I thought we should translate
some of the really good books in to Chinese. Also have solicited Chinese books from
the different book-stores and with this as a start we can do much to create interest in

children for better conditions all over the world. Mrs. Ho Yao-tsu, wife of the former
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mayor of CK will be the chairman in charge of this project. We are helping a clinic for
workers and this might be worked in combination. So that all workers children will
get some free schooling.

I have obtained from the British War Organization several thousand cartons
of food supplies that were meant for prisoners of war. This have been distributed
to many poor institutions and workers. Our undernourished friends who act like
wolfs when they see food are delighted with the luxurious meat loaves, butter, fish,
yes, even candies and cigarettes. We hope that the Red Cross will come across with
clothing, etc, for the children so they will be clad as well.

This month we have staged six nights’ performances of Peiping operas which
netted us 100,000,000 CN and a one night show of This Is The Army, a punk show
but yielded over 20,000,000. The last show was made possible through the help
of Morris Cohen, who as usual was our Santa Claus. By the way, he married a
Canadian girl during the war. Was here last month and intends to start some
business here with Sunfo’s two sons. Went back last week to Canada but will be
returning. He has written his autobiography in his own racy style. I told him I would
write the preface provided that he let one of my friends edit the book for him. Much
can be done. Hope to interest “Buddy” in the project. Cohen said that he would go
fifty-fifty with anyone capable to make a best-seller.

By now you must have seen Ruth W. and heard the latest dope but one. AW
and WPN are going to get a divorce soon. MP said that her boy friend, who writes
her frequently, always goes in a drunken condition to CAC to ask for mails from
her. She has deteriorated very much. MP suggested that we “get her a new set
of teeth and some pretty clothes in order to improve our liaison contacts” with
the different relief orgs. Here, MP thought that was the only reason why her
approach has failed.

You failed to give us some hint about MP. We were greatly disappointed by some
of her vulgar approaches to stranger here. She is leaving for the North and NW with
Rosinger and a boy called Sid Rittenberg who speaks and reads Chinese, He will
report for UCR on all our activities in the liberated areas. When I see you, Elsie, I
will tell you if Cynthia hasn’t already done so.

I must bring this to a close with my hearty thanks for the gift and precious
material on the Com. For a FEDP which our friends are studying with great interest.

Yours affectionately,

SCL
June 29, 1946
1 R TEFTEME 350 i B 5 # 5t——Ida Pruitt has just left with Nor Esser

for Soudan-Paochi. Peter is holding the fact here. Falconer is a good man, Eppie, and
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his wife is also sympathetic. Thanks for introductions.

Confidential re MP.GXAJ7E(5 5 726 L)

3. To Epstein & Elsie ( Aug. 8th, 1951)
August 8, 1951
Mr. I. Epstein
Miss Elsie Cholmeley
16 Ta Ts’ao Ch’ang
Peking
Dear Friends:

This is to formally welcome you as members of the China Welfare Institute
International Publicity Department. We are most pleased to have you as co-workers
and look forward to a spirited association which will produce vivid, accurate and far-
reaching publicity materials detailing the immense progress of New China.

This is also to inform you that you are appointed respectively Executive Editor
and Associate Editor of the magazine “China Reconstructs”. It is expected that
you will spend the minimum of three days in each week working in behalf of this
magazine, at our office at 16 Ta Chao Chang.

With best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Soong Ching Ling

4. To Epstein & Elsie ( Dec. 4th, 1951)
Dear Friends:

Thanks very much for your letter and the proof of our magazine. It looks
excellent and gives promise of still more interesting contents within the attractive
covers. I am at last convinced that the CR will really going to appear this month.
Last week, I got an authoritative person to send a wire to King regarding the
necessity of having to appear soonest, since the delegates of the Chinese People’s
Nation Committee in Defence of Children will be leaving for Vienna next month, and
can bring copies for distribution abroad. Therefore, you see how fully I agree with
your good suggestion. I should be glad to sign the letters for the gift copies, and on
CWI stationery, if King doesn’t agree to do so.

Confidential, I plan to leave around the 10th for Shai, so if you would like to go
along, please let me know ahead, so I may reserve berths in my car.

Talitha is already in Hongkong and may come here. As you may remember, we
plan to have her join us as Promotion man. Gerry has written her in Geneva to find

out contacts for us, so she may bring us new channels.
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Liu Wu Kou has been to see me about going to Shai for a rest. I also know that
she is unhappy in her present work. Do you know whether she would fit in well in
our local office, either as translator or administrative worker? While I know her to
be an excellent translator of English into Chinese, I am incompetent to judge of her
other qualifications. Meantime, King is worried that Li Betty will eventually leave
us, since she is pregnant and only loaned to our office. Also King once suggested to
me that if WK should join our work, the CR magazine, he thought she should be
stationed in Peking and not Shanghai. Our CWI office needs a good person to handle
the research dep’t. So if she not required here, we may ask her to join the other
branch of work. Please feel free to give me your advice.

Thank you so much for sending on the unearthed article. I shall ask the
premier’s advice whether it should be included in the book. He has suggested several
articles, written during the war, to be thrown out.

My best greetings to you both

PS Heard that Ruth WY will be here soon.

SCL
Dec.4 1951

5. To Epstein & Elsie (Dec. 15th, 1951)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C.
Shanghai
Dec. 15, 1951
Dear Friends:

I cannot tell you how disappointed I am that I missed the chance to have a long
talk with you before my departure from Peking and upon my arrival at Shanghai,
for there are a few subjects upon which I would like to have your advice. One of
these subject concerns the problem of Anna Wang. She wants either to return to
Germany or to work in Peking with you on the new magazine. She also mentioned
the fact that you had advised her to consult me. So far as I know there is no need of
her in the Peking office, as she cannot do administrative work nor translate Chinese
into other languages. There is also the possibility of her writing a book for German
consumption—but the CWI has not the funds for such undertakings yet. As for her
return to Germany, this is a question which I cannot help her to solve.

I have not seen King yet but have seen the new magazine. The pictures are
not sufficiently clear and lively for a first issue, other minor criticisms which I shall
relate when I meet King.

An enclosing Koji’s Letter, etc, which please make use of in your PC mag, if

suitable, also enclosing a specimen of my signature in case Elsie might used to use
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for the woodblock to send our mags to the delegates at Vienna. Saw the date of
conference for defence of children has been postponed to April.

Hope Talitha is there already and will be coming down to shoulder some
important tasks.

With affectionate greetings,

SCL

6. To Epstein (Mar. 25th, 1952)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C.
March 25, 1952
Dear Eppie:

Many thanks for yours of the 19th with enclosures. I note that you have
me down for the San Fan Movement. I am definitely of the opinion that either
King Chung-hwa or Wu Yao-tsung would be better for this subject. And as for
the article on bacteriological warfare, I have already issued a statement on
this which, in my estimation, is not suitable for our magazine. Therefore may
I suggest that you approach either Mao Tung or K uo Mo-jo, who are both well
known abroad, to write on this subject. These two persons should be made greater
use of at this time.

I am very busy reading up all the necessary materials on the approaching Asian
Peace Conference. I shall have to prepare something. If it is good perhaps it can be
used as the editorial in the July-August issue. This is occupying much of my time set
aside for this work, so shall not be able to undertake more than this now. My eye is
still bothering me.

Re comments on the second issue, I do not think it is as good as the first
issue, although later issues turned out better than the first ones I saw of No.2.
King knows that I am “angry as hell” about it. The pictures are still a problem.
Many of the ones we used have appeared over and over again. The one we had for
Inner Mongolian story were uses in People’s China and the People’s Pictorials,
and the two girls signing the register have appeared abroad already. We should
make more effort to obtain more exclusive pictures. Also, some of the other
pictures were not as good as they should have been, not outstanding enough. The
lay is pretty much the same as it was last time. Rather staid and not as attractive
as it could be. Perhaps the use of bigger pictures, even though full page size,
when we obtain a really good one, would do something to give the magazine more
life. But there should be other methods thought out also. That’s about all I can
think of at this moment. I agree with you, Eppie, that the magazine, generally

speaking, is better than the first issue.
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Looking very much forward to seeing you, my warmest regards to you and Elsie.

Yours ever

SCL

7. To Elsie (June 19th, 1952)
Dear Elsie:

More appointments for this week to fulfill so let’s meet Tuesday at 4PM,
meantime wish to give you my ideas for forwarding.

a. There is no question in my mind that Dr. CHS was and is in charge of the
Peking office of CR. King is the Chairman of the Editorial Board, and as such,
responsible for the whole magazine. CHS, as the Vice-Chairman, is to lead the
Peking editorial work, while the cardre we have just sent up will be responsible for
the administrative duties. This does not in any way conflict with the clear division
of labour between Peking and Shanghai as put down the last time both you and HS
were here. What may have been misleading is the June 6th letter (and all previous
discussions which led to it) referred only to the situation in Shanghai since it was
here that changes had to be made. For that reason Peking was not mentioned but
should have been to be absolutely clear.

b. Regarding your transference to CR for whole-time work, I am definitely in
agreement. To tell you the truth, I am quite concerned by the fact that we cannot
publish on time, nor can we seem to make up for lost time which has plagued us
since the very beginning of the magazine. I am sure there are other reasons, but one
important one is that both you and Eppie are not able to devote yourselves entirely
to our work. Since we see the CR’s possibilities are everything we foresaw and more,
I deem it absolutely necessary that you work full-time on it. In addition, preparation
should be made to strengthen the personnel all around so as to further improve the
editorial work and also to prepare for the issuance of CR monthly. If this is to be
our goal in 1953, we must start to get ready at this very moment and let nothing
distract us. After all, we can see by our experience with the first three issues it takes
an enormous amount of time for our magazine to get abroad. If we are to go into
monthly production, this should be an announcement of great significance and we
must get it out before the overseas public well in advance of the actual first issue of
1953, in fact in the last twp issues of this year.

I would appreciate if you would pass on my ideas to all concerned.

Yours,

SCL
June 19, 1952
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PS Please see my draft to Liu Tsun-chi. As you know him well (I met
him only once and has only a vague memory of it ) Please criticize my draft or
prepare one for me to send him. (If our personnel secretary should read it, she
would tell me that all I had to do was to issue an order to Liu, and he must
release you...) But am afraid it is not so simple. If you think, and CHS also,
that we have a chance to pry both you and Eppie loose from the PC, let me
know and I shall process this via Peking and get the top authority to back my
request...

Another confidential matter, The party people in the CWI are very angry
at TAG for approaching directly to see me, Pandit, etc. and the peace delegates.
Four approaches in one morning and the FO people are so perturbed. Although
her motive was good, her method was wrong. The personnel secretary of the
CWI wants me to have a talk with her but I find this difficult yet, so wrote her
instead. Meantime, I am going to get the chief secretary call a meeting of the
all the carders and explain once again, for the benefit of both TAG and AW, our
directive regarding contacting foreigner which they should remember...please try
to educate TAG on the new methods and what is meant by democratic centralism.
She is still being misled by the bourgeois ideologies, esp. on democracy, I fear.
We must help her to understand the new conditions, so she could work more

affectively.

8. To Epstein (Mar. 14th, 1953)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C
Shanghai
March 14, 1953
Dear Friend:

This is in reply to yours of March 3rd which Elsie forwarded on the 12th.

I have just one word further to add on the cover page. I think the fact
that we use such a big picture automatically draws attention to our magazine.
It is impressive. But I am sure that we have to compete with many other
publications, either in the bookstores or in libraries and in people’s homes.
This means to me that the name of our magazine, and especially the “CHINA”
part must have power. This involves style of lettering and placement, but also
involves how the title is placed in the total design. May I suggest that you
and the artists keep an eye on when working on future covers. I look eagerly
forward to seeing the new drafts.

It seems that staff is our main problem at this moment if we are to lift the
quality of the magazine both in regard to picture and text. Of course I think the

recent additions will help somewhat, but from what I have been able to gather, the
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new people have limited experience. We still need more professional additions. This
may take a bit longer to materialize, so in the meantime you may have to do some
training.

As for the liaison especially between Peking and Shanghai offices this is a
problem I am considering at the moment, I will inform you as soon as I get the final
answer to it.

The liaison must be a good and close one between the two offices so that I
can keep up with what is going on no matter how busy I get with other matters. I
consider our magazine of great importance and since it has the CWI name on it, I
feel responsible to see that it fulfills its potential.

I agree that we have to find a new name for the magazine. We have
finished with reconstruction and started on a new path, to higher levels.
But I think this is something that we have to do in 1954, starting with the
first issue. This will give us time to think up a good name, and it will also
enable us to put promotion work paving the way. I think we should move
along these lines. In the meantime I will also try to think of a name that
will fit the situation and also be able to last for quite some time.

I will be sending this back with Elsie, whom I have not been able to
see more than a minute owing to so many matters coming up at this time.
Frankly, in one way I am very sorry to see everything moving to Peking. It
means I will have less chance of seeing you both!

Best to you,

Ever your,

SCL

9. To Epstein (Mar. 13th, 1976)
Shanghai
1843 Huai hail Lu
March 13°76
Dear Eppy:

The CR magazine have arrived. The article is excellent and I am certain it will
be most welcome abroad. I can not thank you in person also—but please understand
that I do appreciate deeply your most friendly help.

By this time, I think you have heard that my friend J M Tan passed away
in Hong Kong a few days ago. Koji has just been operated upon for the same
diseases that killed our Premier Chou. As Koji has always been hardworking
never goes to bed before midnight, rushing from Honolulu to Chicago and the

south, doing his friendships work for China, I fear very much he cannot overcome
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this enemy cancer.

Ever since I came down I have been taking diathermy treatments for my
arthritis. You may be interested to hear that a friend told me she attended a
lecture by a British doctor saying that there is no such thing as an incurable case of
arthritis—and showing how a new substance called polyreer was injected into the
joints of arthritis and elderly patients and it was truly dramatic to see these people
who had been paralyzed for years Just get up and walk ! Just like the effect of oil
on a rusty key and key hole.

Perhaps someday this old friend of yours will be able to try that new cure
called polyreer. It is necessary to avoid malnutrition particularly from lack of
vitamin C and the B complex!

My hand writing has changed due to a bad fracture of the right wrist—broken
bones badly joined by a stupid doctor instead of by a surgeon. However I hope you
can my scribble.

I am trying to live quietly as suggested, avoiding vexations of all kinds. The
damp weather has cured my skin trouble, I am glad to report to yours.

My best wish to you and Elsie.
S.C. L.

Part Two: Epstein to Soong Ching Ling

1. Aug.18th, 1951
Peking, China
August 18, 1951
Dear friend,

We want to thank you very much indeed for your kind letter of welcome and
appointment.

Since we arrived in Peking, we have spent many hours discussing the
new magazine and familiarizing ourselves with the material on hand .We are
happy that we are to be entrusted with a part in its production and certainly
look forward to our association with the China Welfare Institute International
Publicity Department.

As Chin Chung-hua has requested, we are planning to visit Shanghai, probably
leaving here on August 25.We hope then to be able to discuss both the magazine and
our work in all the necessary detail.

In the meantime, we have been spending half our time at the office at Ta Ta’
ao Ch’ang working on the first issue, and we hope to be able to bring the bulk of the

copy in finished form when we come.
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With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

2. Aug. 18th, 1951

Peking
18th August, 1951
Chairman Soong Ching Ling
China Welfare Institute
Shanghai
Dear Friend:

Elsie and I received a letter on August 16 from Liu Tsung-chi,vice-director of
the China Information Bureau, giving views on our duties here. Below I reproduce
two paragraphs:

“I am glad to inform you that I have received a message from Comrade Chiao
Kuan-hua concerning your future work in China. He says in the message that both
of you will be mainly engaged in seeing that the People’s China is better edited,
and that this arrangement has met with Madame Sun’s concurrence some time
ago. Chiao also says that Elsie may spend comparatively more time on China
Reconstructs. This message, I hope, helps greatly to clarify your position, about
which we have discussed so much.”

“As to your status, may I also inform you that our Government has decided to
appoint you as advisors to the China Information Bureau, one of the functions of
which is to edit the People’s China fortnightly.”

As the letter says, there has indeed been much discussion and persuasion,
necessarily inconclusive because it has not been among persons with the
power to decide, and centering mainly on the question of where our main
responsibility (not only in terms of division of time) is to lie. Liu has repeatedly
given his views to us and to Chen Han-seng and told us that he has written
to Chin chung-hua in detail. He has also specifically requested us to pass on
the substance of his letter to you, which we are doing by quoting the essential
passage above.

Comrade Chiao is not in town at present and thus not available for direct
consultation. He certainly hope that the situation is clarified soon for the benefit of

productive work on both places.

Yours sincerely
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3. Mar. 12th, (1953)
March 12
Dear Friend,

All current issues of Chinese magazines, including People’s China, are printing
many gages of material about Stalin’s death, illustrated with his portrait, People’s
China is leading with Chairman Mao’s message.

Han-seng and I have consulted at some length on what is the proper thing for
us, and we think that since we cater to a different audience our treatment cannot be
exactly the same as that by other magazines. An added difficulty is that the present
issue is already in the press. The problem is to deal with this event of overwhelming
importance in accordance with our aims and public. This can now only be done in an
editorial printed on an extra two pages in front of the magazine.

Such an editorial will be of particular significance, especially to our readers in
India, Burma, etc. We first thought of it in terms of a statement signed by the Board,
but soon came to the conclusion that a suitable editorial can only come from your
pen. We hope very much that you can do it.

Since time is short and the magazine is sitting on the press, we are sending
you the draft of the original statement we had made up for the Board, with some
additional suggestions. Please use it or discard it as you wish. Of course it is not in
your style, but it may be of help in showing what we thought were the appropriate
points for our readership.

Please give your manuscript when completed, to Chin Chung-hua. The article
should be about 1,000-1,200 words. We may run it under a picture of the Tien An
Men Memorial Meeting.

Since we are rushing No.3 out now, we are asking Elsie to come back before all
these arrangements are completed. We are writing to Chin with a request that he get
this page through the press and insert it in the magazine.

As ever,

4. Aug. 2nd, 1960
P. 0. Box 7
Pei taihe
2nd August, 1960
Dear Friend:
We have come here for our holiday with the whole family. It is a beautiful
place...very large but with small houses so you don’t feel bustled. The beach is
gorgeous. It is the general “foreign experts” vacation place, very well run, lots of

games rooms, etc. for those who want them.

254/ #EiE% Selected Archival Materials



The day after I arrived I had a letter forward to me from Stuart Gelder who
was the London “News Chronicle” correspondent in Chungking. Do you remember
him? He wrote me at the beginning of July saying that he would like to come for a
visit in October. I passed on the letter to the Foreign Ministry Press Department the
same day I received it. Then before I left Peking I phoned to ask if I could give him
any answer before coming on holiday. I got the answer just the day before I left and
sent Gelder a note that same day. The comrade at the Press Department said that he
should apply for his visa at the Office of the Charge ‘Affaires and they said that they
were issuing it that same day. They also suggested that he should try and come for
October 1st and I suggested this to him.

I am writing to tell you about this because as you probably remember Stuart is
a rather impatient person and in the second note he wrote me he said that he was
also writing direct to you. He was very much afraid that he would not be given a
visa or that it would be delayed until it was too late for him to get away from his job,
because no-one knew him any more. So I want you to know that it has all been fixed
up all right. He does not have a regular newspaper job now but want to do a book
(with pictures) about children. I think a book will be good and when he gets here we
can talk to him about its scope, etc. He can only take two months, I think it is, but I
think he can do quite a lot in that time. Stuart hasn’t had a newspaper job since he
was pushed out of the “Chronicle” in 1951. He had been their correspondent in New
York but was recalled because his dispatches from the UN were too anti-American.
Then he wasn’t allowed to write anything in London because he was not sufficiently
anti-Soviet. He then turned Catholic and is now working in the “Blue Cross” which
runs hospitals for dogs! We saw him in 1958 and he was very much interested in
what was happening in China. He tried to get a series on the commune into the
“Herald”. They promised to print them and then got cold feet and he was bitterly
disappointed, he has dreamed of coming here ever since.

We saw a bit of Ed Snow the last few weeks in Peking. There doesn’t seen
too much of the old Ed Snow left, he has become a typical facing-two-ways liberal,
afraid of fighting the hand that doesn’t feed him but which he hopes will feed him
again. Still there may be some sparks of real feeling for the Chinese people and their
revolution under all the accumulation of years on top and we have been trying to
blow on them. Here’s hoping.

Eppie sends his loves, as I do.

5. Feb. 4th, 1974
February 4, 74
Dear Friend:

Here is a re-typed and I hope improved copy, again I have to apologize for delay.
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Had another very short bout with the ‘flu. Probably because I sat motionless in the office
catching up on a lot of old magazines while every one else was at an outside rally and
forgot that the heat was off, so got chilled to the innards. Never mind, where colds are
concerned I am like one of those lead-weighted dolls, quick to pop up again. Maybe (perish
the thought) it is because I am also rather the same shape nowadays.

Some point on the accompanying:

1. The message in the first para. Was the one to China Welfare Appeal in ’50.
We could put in the organization by adding “to the China Welfare Appeal in New
York” after the end of the sentence. I thought no need to be so specific, because things
are so far beyond the welfare type of relationship now (even though this was an org.,
which stood for a break with the old set-up.)

2. Have tried to broaden the general tone so that it is not so parochially centered
on one organization and event but extends more to the general tasks of people’s
friendship. At the same time it does not separate itself from the specific addressee
and occasion. Two consideration here: (a ) This I think also helps it to fit the dual
purpose—publication in CR as well if desired, the two are not exclusive but it was
a bit hard to strike the balance; (b) Since the shape, time of publication, etc. of the
new paper does not yet seem to have been well threshed out among those concerned,
it seemed better to stay away from anything that would appear to be a nudge from
here on such matters, while at the same time encouraging the idea of uniting in a
national body with a national paper.

3. The section on China was in previous draft a bit lumpy, too thin in some
places and the balance too thick on one—the medical. So I have tried to put more
substance in the first, while not whittling down the second.

The list of objectives of the US friendship group itself is taken from the May-
August (vol. 2, no. 3) “China and US”, p. 8, “Statement of Principles” of the East
Coast regional organization.

Not knowing the comrades now concerned with it—different from the time
when Tang was here and we saw and consulted with each other. So my impressions
are limited ones and I hope you do not take them as stemming from firm knowledge
of the policies or full background and facts involved.

Hope this will be useful. And that you are feeling better now. And of course that
we will be seeing you soon.

I did not see the Snow memorial photo, but did see the TV coverage. Glimpsed
Elsie there though missed myself altogether—only heard our daughter exclaim,
“there’s Daddy’s bald head”.

But we are very glad you noticed, and we do in fact look much the same and feel
not too different.

As always,
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I want to say again that I am not au fait with this general field now, having

been long absent and.

6. Dec. 21th, 1976
December 21, 1976
Dear Friend,

We send you these greetings with the especial hope and confidence, now that the
four pests and all their foulness and hypocrisy have been done away with, that the
New Year will be a fine one for you and for the whole people and country—the cause
of the century and more of China’s revolution, and of the half-century of the people’s
epic struggle under Chairman Mao’s leadership can now go forward undistorted by
these self-inflated fakers and monsters.

It was good to see you on TV at the NPC Standing Committee looking strong
and well, and also later when receiving the Pakistani envoy.

Li Po-ti told us about asking you to do the memorial article on the Premier—
which would be so suitable for CR and for the people abroad and at home and was
the strongly expressed wish of the comrades working on the magazine, and also that
unfortunately the winter climate here had brought back your skin trouble so you
didn’t feel able to. We still hope very much, if you feel better and possibly can, that
you will consider it again. There is time, it would not need to be ready till a month
from now. And if you need help I can do all I can , perhaps you could speak the
recollections and thoughts you want put in—and I could write them down to relieve
you of the physical strain, for your further correction and approval.

Do think of it.

In the meantime, all our love

7. Dec. 6, (7)
Saturday, Dec. 6
Dear Friend:

I am very sorry not to have had news earlier. The article was liked by all
dealing with it and I do not anticipate any suggestions on changes, except possibly in
minor detail or words. But the pace of things is rather slow (complicated at one point
by the illness of one person along the way for a few days) and the opinion now seems
to have gone back to CR as the best place. In the meantime I have said again that
you would like to have it out faster than CR’s schedule allows.

On Monday or Tuesday there should be a Chinese translated text, which is the
usual procedure for confirmation, and I hope the confirmation will come not long
after, so that you can approve the text for the press.

Will be in touch with you next week, or perhaps you would like me to do
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something more, or more directly. So far as CR is concerned, it is true that it is slow,

but it will have quite good resonance.

With love,

Part Three: other related letters

1. Letter of Introduction for Epstein from Soong Ching Ling (1941)™

2. Soong Ching Ling to Leo Eloesser (Mar. 15, 1949)
Dr. Leo Eloesser

Peiping, China

Dear Dr. Eloesser:

I am writing you at this time on a matter of urgency and I would appreciate if
you could give me an answer by wire as soon as possible.

Since you have been working so hard in the interior, many things have taken
place in the United States in relation to my welfare work. I would like to bring you
up-to-date.

As you may know, for the past two years the United Service to China has
repeatedly failed to raise any funds for our projects in China. In addition to this, they
have become quite political in their appeals, and in effect were against the events which
have taken place here within the past few years. Consequently, we have asked on many
occasions that the China Aid Council, which represented our North China Projects in
America, withdraw from USC and start out on a campaign to establish their own and
our identities and raise funds and supplies. The China Aid Council has consistently
refused to accept this suggestion and finally came to the point in November of last year,
when USC could not even give them office expense money, of terminating their activities.

As a result of this action, a new organization was started under the name of China
Welfare Appeal and this will be devoted exclusively to projects sponsored by the China
Welfare Fund. Later the China Aid Council reversed its decision and decided to remain
in existence but still as part of USC. This was done despite the fact that no budget
had been presented for our projects for 1949 and there was little hope that we could
have been included. There actually was a resolution passed at one of the USC Program
Committee Meetings to the affect that USC would not support projects in areas not
recognized by the US Government. You can see, therefore, that we forced to take steps
which would put us outside the USC orbit and we accepted the China Welfare Appeal

offer and have appointed them as our sole representative in the United States.

[1] The original letter is Chinese.
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The China Welfare Appeal temporary organizing committee has been led by
Miss Talitha Gerlach of the international YWCA and Mr. Israel Epstein, author
and journalist. I think perhaps you have met both of these good friends. They are
organizing their committee on as broad a basis as possible so as to include all groups
who really want to help the Chinese people, and have attempted to cut across all
lines of occupation, political, and economic conditions. We are enclosing the first list
of people they have asked to b board members.

They feel that it is imperative that China Welfare Appeal have a person of
stature who is now in the field in China in a prominent position on their board. It
is to this purpose that I am writing you. They have asked us to forward the request
that you be co-chairman of the China Welfare Appeal. Since I heartily agree with this
request, I am forwarding it to you the very day that I have received it and sincerely
join with them in the hope that you will accept. You will be interested to know that
Mrs. Joseph W. Stilwell has also been asked along with Dr. Albert Einstein.

In the event that you feel you cannot accept as co-chairman, the China Welfare
Appeal has suggested an alternative. They would then like you to be one of the
honorary chairmen.

In an attempt to get started as soon as possible, the China Welfare Appeal
is having its inaugural dinner on April 19 in New York City. Actually if you could
leave your work for just a short period, your presence at such an inaugural occasion
would be of tremendous value. The China Welfare Fund would be willing to pay your
expenses both to the United States and back, and in any other way aid you in the
completion of such a project. You can either come to Shanghai or to Hong Kong and
fly both ways to and from America.

We might possibly try other methods of contacting you on these matters, but in
the event you receive no word from us by the time this letter is put into your hands,

we would appreciate if you would wire us your reactions.

With very best wishes for your health and the important job you are doing for
the Chinese people, I am.

Very sincerely yours,

(Madame Sun Yat-sen)
Enclosure
3. Liu Tsung-chi to Mr. and Mrs. Israe | Epstein (Aug. 16th, 1951)

August 16th, 1951
Mr. and Mrs. Israe I Epstein

REEHSERKR SERMBSERBELEE /259



Dear Epie and Elsis:

I am glad to inform you that I have received a message from Comrade Chiao
Kuan-hua concerning your future work in China. He says in the message that both
of you will be mainly engaged in seeing that the People’s China is better edited,
and that this arrangement has met with Madame Sun’s concurrence some time
ago. Chiao also says that Elsie may spend comparatively more time on China
Reconstructs. This message, I hope, helps greatly to clarify your position, about
which we have discussed so much.

As to your status, may I also inform you that our Government has decided to
appoint you as advisors to the China Information Bureau, one of the functions of
which is to edit the People’s China fortnightly.

The comrades in the whole Bureau, especially those in People’s China, heartily
welcome your participation in our work. There is indeed a great deal in our magazine
and other fields of our foreign publicity that need to be improved. Your expert talents

will be extremely valuable in this direction.

Fraternally yours,

Liu Tsung-chi
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— . The Letters from Charles Jones Soon to Young John Allen Housed
in Emory University’s Manuscript, Archives, and Rare Book Library

1. June 25th, 1881
United States America,
Durham, North Carolina,
June 25, 1881
Mr. Allen

Dear Sir,

I wish you to do me a favour, I been way from home about six years and I want
my father to know where I am and what I doing, they living in South East China in
Canton State called Monshow County, they had junks go from Macow to Nanhigh
about 6 days water, my father name is “Hann Hong Jos’k” in Chinese. I hope you
will be able to it out where they are, I was converted few months ago in Wilmington,
North Carolina, and now the Durham Sunday School and Trinity are helping me, so
I am a great hurry to be educated so I can go back to China and tell them about our
Saviour, please write to me when you get my letter, I ever so much thank you for it,

good by.

Yours respectfully,
Charlie Jones Soon
Address.
Charlie Jones Soon,
Trinity College, N. C.

Enclosure:
Letter, Charles Jones Soon to his father, June 25th, 1881
United States America
Durham, North Carolina,
June 25, 1881
Dear Father,
I will write this letter and let you know where I am. I left Brother in East India
in 1878 and came to the United States and finely I had found Christ our Saviour. God
for Christ sake has meet in the way. Now the Durham Sunday School and Trinity
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are helping me and I am a great hurry to be educated so I can go back to China and
tell you about the kindness of the friends in Durham and the grace of God. He sent
his begotten Son to died in this world for all sinners. I am a sinner but save by the
grace of God. I remember when I was a little boy you took me to a great temple to
worshipped the wooden Gods. oh, Father that is no help from wooden Gods. if you do
worships all your life time would help from wooden Gods. If you do worships all your
life time would not do a bit goods. in our old times they know nothing about Christ.
but now I had found a Saviour he is comforted me where ever I go to. please let your
ears be open so you can hear what the spirit say and your eyes looks up so you may
see the glory of God. I put my trust in God and hope to see you again in this Earth by
the will of God. now we have vacation and I stay in Mr. J. S. Carr house at Durham.
Soon as you get my letter please answer me and I will be very glad to hear from you.
give my loves to mother Brother and Sisters please and also to yourself. I will tell
you more when I write again. Mr. and Mrs. Carr they are good Christian family and
they had been kind to me before I know them. Will good by Father, write to Trinity
College, N. C. Yours Son.

Hann Cardson translatefhiZ(fE
Charlie Jones Soon
Address
Charlie Jones Soon,

Trinity College, N. C.

2. Oct. 14th, 1881
Trinity College, North Carolina
Oct. 14th, 1881
Mr. Y. J. Allen

Dear Sir,

I had received your letter few days ago, and was glad to get one from you, you
asking me to write the Chinese characters. And I have write some on the paper. I
hope you may be able to do the favor that I request you. I hoping to hear from you
again. We are all well in Trinity. We all praying for you. We all send our regards to

you. I hope to hear from you again.

Very truly C. J. Soon

3. Nov. 4th, 1881
Trinity College, N. C.
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Novw. 4, 1881
Dear Dr. Allen:

I had received the Chinese magazine day before yesterday, and was glad to
get it. I obliged to you Sir, the weather has been very cold in here now. I supposed
you got my letter by this time. I hope you will be able to find my Father. I have no
particular news write but we pray us for China. I hope to see the day when all the
Chinese will be able to stand for Christ, and worship the living God who are in
Heaven, sit on the right hand of God. He is willing to help every one of us. Jesus will
help all the missionary in every where to preach he Gospel and his goodness to be tell
to every creature, and when our’s labor is done in this world he will received us in
his own kingdom and have ever lasting joy with many dear once in that happy home
for ever and ever. do you know Dr. B. Craven? do the Chinese Government make any
postage to sell? do they have any railroad in Shanghai? I saw some Chinese students
in Boston Mass year before last. They all educated by Chinese government, they had
been back to China last summer. Some of them had learned to worship by Christian
faith. I hope they will tell their own people the love of our Saviour. how many our
Chinese Brother member Church in Shanghai? do you know any our Methodist
missionary in Canton China? I had heard Rev. Jones D. D. in the city of Canton, but I
never did write to him yet. I thinks I will write to him and ask him what missionary
in Heidnann island where I was born. may be he can tell some things about it. good

by. I will close for this time, and hope to hear from you any. God bless you and yours.

Very truly
Charlie J. Soon
Address
Charlie J. Soon,
Trinity College,
North Carolina.

4. Dec. 16th, 1881
Trinity College, N. C.
Dec. 16th, 1881
My Dear Dr. Allen:

I received your kind letter Dec. 3, 1881.which you wrote Oct. 24, 1881. I was
very glad to hear from you. it gave me much happy to hear from you every time. I
got the Chinese magazines also. well, Dear Dr. you had been so kind to me. I wishes
I could do some things for you to pay for your kindness. I went to the North Carolina
two weeks ago, and was Rev. M. A. Wilson, he living in Nashville Tennessee. by the

way, I unstoods he attended to all missionaries far off land. I suppose you know him
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well. I did wrote to Mr. Lee Ting in Texas, but I have not head from him yet. Dr., I
had been requested you, the matter of my father, and trouble you so much. I knew
you willing to do my requested, but now I do not know whither you can find him or
not, because the distance so far. I thanks you Sir for your kindness. I don’t think I
shall write to him, because I do not know whither the letter could possible to get
there or not. The address, which I gave you, that is all I know about the address, can
not got any farer. Please give my kinds regards to all Christian friends out there.
I hope some day in future that I may be able to come to China and hope I myself
will be able to give the experience of Christianity. Can you got Chinese postages in
China? I see the letters which you send to me had Japanese postages on. I will send
you a likeness of my. do you have any Christian advocate in Shanghai? if you have
any papers that is print in China, please let me know how much it cost per a year.
I mean the English language’s I will close this letter for presence. God bless you &

your.

Very truly
C. J. Soon

5. Jan. 3rd, 1883
Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 3, 1883.
My Dear Dr. Allen:

When I received your last letter, I was at Trinity College, N. C. Dear Dr. I was
very glad to hear from you, and also anxious to learn your great success in China. I
hope to see the day, when I be able to meet you, and the responsibilities which are
before me. We all are proud of you, even the whole church. You have placed such a
plan before the world that they may know Dr. Young J. Allen is a successful worker
the world ever seen. Dr. my desire is to be a servant of God as long as I should live. I
think I can be more happy if it could do according to my desire. I am sorry to tell you
the Rev. Dr. B. Craven is dead, the cause of heart disease. We were sorry to see him
departed from us, which we did not expected, but he knew his work was done. a few
days before the death to been placed, he says to one of his friend that his labor was
ended, and he was ready for rest. He who trust in the Lord, surely he shall receive
his reward. I came to Vanderbilt last September, and I have found two young men
who are preparing for China also. I suppose you know them, but if you do not, T
will give their names, J. Stephens, Texas and K. A. Dukes, South Carolina who is a
medical Doctor, and a theological also. The new year’s day we had a entertainment
in Wesley Hall, and Dr. Young was called upon to make a missionary speech. He

said, “The last letter I got from Dr. Allen, he state that he want four men from our
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church, therefore I will select these four brethren at once.” The following brethren
were selected, J. Stephens, N. E. Townson, .K. A. Dukes and J. C. Davis. Dr. I would
like to take an English newspaper from Shanghai. Please tell me the price of it, and
please give me a full description of it, and how to send money for it and so fourth. I
shall be very glad to hear from you at any time. Nothing can give me more pleasure
than to hear from you. Dr. do you have any railroad in China? I heard some one say
they have, and again the other say they have not, which is incorrect? I could not tell
who is right and who is wrong. The only way for me to find it out is by asking you.
Please tell me if you can do so.

Dr. when do you expect to return to United States again? Dr. I know you have
only a little time to answer those questions. Please excuse me for asking you so
many. I shall be glad to hear from you at any time. I wish you all a happy new year.

God bless you and yours.

Goodbye.
Yours truely,
Charles Jones Soon
Address
C. dJ. Soon

Wesley Hall, Vanderbilt University
Nashville Tenn.

—. Charles Jones Soong’s Letters Collected in Duke University

1. To Miss Mattie (Mar. 31th, 1882)
Trinity College, N. C.
March, 31, 1882
Dear Miss Mattie:

I received your letter few days ago, and was very anxious to hear from you,
please excuse me for answer your letter any sooner. Mr. Buie. writes his letter to
Miss Sneed. So our letter will send off at the some (same) time. I got a letter from
Miss Annie, few days ago. & She said, every things were well, the weather has
been very pleasant up here, the Commencement will be here in a short time. We
have to study heaps. Mr. Buie, send his kindest (kindness) to you, and thank you
for the favor, all the boys are well. We will have speaking some time next-month.
Please give my regards to Miss. Liuse [?]. I would be glad to hear from you again.
I will enclose this letter with Mr. Buie, good bye it is time to get ready for the
Society.

V. R. C. J. Soon.
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2. To Miss Annie (Apr. 24th, 1884)
Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee,

April 24, 1884

Dear Miss Annie:

It is true that I haven’t written to you for some time; but you must remember
I have written you a letter before I receive this one. But, you say I ought to write
whether received the reply or not. Well yes, but I have 24 hours of recitations every
week, and the lessons are exceedingly hard, and long. In addition to the regular
studies, 2,000 pages of parallel reading to do, during the session; and will have to
stand an examination on them as well as text books. So you see I have a great deal of
work to do during the year. I hope this will be a sufficient excuse to my most esteem
friend; for my unpromptness.

Our final examination will begin on the 8th of May and close on the 22th.

I wish I have time enough to write you a long letter this very evening, but am
not able.

You may look for a long letter from me about 24 or 25 of May.

Yes, I am getting very anxious to see you all, but, my coming to Durham this
summer is depend on somebody else, and not myself. I wish I have means to pay my
way.

I have to stand on all my examinations before long, so am not able to write
to you again until the examination is over. Oh, by the way, I have written a
piece of play which I intend to send to you, but don’t think you will appreciate
because not good thing is come out off “Nazareth”, for the piece I have is my own
originality. Good to know that you all were well. Please give my kindest regards
to all.

Hope you will remember me in your prayer.

I do not know exactly what I will do in this summer. But I had a plan fixed,
which I expecting to carry out. (if God wills it) and that plan is—missionary lecture.

We have all kinds of Gods in our reading room, and if I were to come to Durham
next May, I will bring them with me; so you may have the pleasure of seeing them
or make a new acquaintance with the lifeless Deities, and learn of their characters.
Well T have (to) close this letter for the present it is the time for recitation again.

Please let me hear from you again.

Yours truly,

Charles J. Soon
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3. To Miss Annie (July 18th, 1885)
Plymouth, N. C.
July 18, 1885

It did not take me very long to find out the writer of the letter. The language
of a person, is a part of that being; so I did not have any guessing to go through. As
soon as I saw the handwriting, I at once recognized who the writer was. It took me
three days to go from Durham to Washington, in which time I could have gone to
New York, [sin] city and back. I have very pleasant time at Washington, although I
know but a few girls as yet. They say there are seven girls to one boy. And some of
them are very beautiful, I have fallen in love with Miss Bell. Don’t you think that is
too bad? For I have to leave my heart in Washington and I go to China?

There isn’t any danger of my fall in love with one of Uncle R’s-daughters; Miss
Jennie is engaging to a young—fellow, he is only seven feet and 9 inches in height,
and Miss Ross is too young, for she is only 15 and has gone to her sister’s to spend
summer. So you see there’s no chance for me to fall in love, if I want to. I suppose
you are in some where, where ever you may be I hope you are having nice time. Miss
Annie, I must confess that I love you better and more than any girls at Durham.
Don’t you believe I do? I have exhibited my affection by writing to you—through
letter. I am spending a few days with Rev. Mr. Ware, who was a schoolmate of mine
Vanderbilt. He is a nice young man.

I came here last Wednesday—I shall leave Plymouth next Monday afternoon for
Washington, and from thence I will go to Greenville to visit another school-mate of
mine. And finally I shall proceed to Kenansville, in Duplin to visit Mrs. Farrior and
will deliver a lecture and preach there. Please give my kindest regards to all.

Please let me hear from you again.

Yours ...
Charles

4. To Miss Annie (June 14th, 1886)
Soochow, China, June 14, 1886
My dearest friend:

Your kind and highly appreciated letter of April the 30th came last Saturday
(12th) and I was exceedingly pleased and glad to hear from you. This is a second
letter I received from you since my arrived in China. Please accept my grateful
appreciation for both of them. It is a matter of delight to know those shoes and tea
have reached their intended destination and were so highly prized by the receiver.

Yes, the tea was intended for my most excellent friend, Mr. James Southgate of
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Durham.

I don’t know why I made such awful blunder of his address, but as it was safely
received, it is alright. I attributed my blunder to my non- infallibility and you are
compelled to pardon me this time at least. Why don’t and couldn’t I make a mistake
in reference to your address, I wonder?

Yes, I am walking once more on the land that gave me birth, but it is far being
from a homelike place to me. I felt more homelike in American than I do in China.

No, I haven’t been to see my parents at yet. Dr. Allen said I may go during
the coming Chinese New Year (Jan. 1887) and not before then. I am very much
displeased with this sort of authority; but I must bear it patiently. If I were to take
a rash action the people at home might not fail to understand the nature of the case,
and they (my Durham friends especially) might think that I am an unloyal Methodist
and a law breaker; so I have kept as silent as a mouse. But when the fullness of time
has come, I will snake off all the assuming authority of the present Supt. in spite of
all his protestation, assuming authority, and the detestation of native ministry. The
great “mogul” (?) was the man that wanted to dismiss all the native ministers from
preaching about a year ago. And he is the man that ignores my privilege and equality
which I am entitled to. I don’t like to work under him—I will apply for transmission
to Japan.

If I go home at all, I want to go sometime in next spring.

For toward and during the Chinese New Year, the Chinese are very bad on the
coast and on the island of Hainan.

Intelligence reached us last Saturday (12th) that the Board has decided to
establish a mission operation in Japan. To which field the following gentlemen have
appointed to work viz. Dr. J. W. Lambuth, Dr. W. R. Lambuth (son of J. W. L.) and Dr.
Dukes. None of these missionaries could stand the “one man power” at Shanghai.

As I am not feeling well this afternoon, I will this letter before it is half done.

Will write you again and longer in some other time.

Love to all.

Yours ever truly
Charlie

5. To Mr. Southgate (Oct. 7, 1886)
Soochow, China
Oct. 7, 1886
My dear Mr. Southgate:
Your nice letter of Aug. 1st has been received a few days since. Glad to hear

from you and please to get such an elegant letter but sorry to learn that your sore
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foot and confinement. However, I trust that you are entirely well by this. Bishop
Wilson arrived in Shanghai a week ago last Tuesday, and has gone to Peking on
a speculating tour. The Bishop may get back to Shanghai toward the last of this
month, but our annual meeting will not take place until the middle of November.
The weather is quite pleasant in this part of the country now. This is a Thursday and
I have just returned from our weekly prayer meeting. The Southern Presbyterian
missionaries are now have their annual meeting in this city. Dr W.H. Park of our
mission has gone to Japan to get marry and will back to his duty on the 20th. By the
way, I have succeeded in paying my folks a visit since I wrote you. All the members
of my family are well. They were very glad to see me though none could recognized
my person. I had a warm reception from them. At present there is a little war going
on between the native of Hainan and imperial troops. I thought I could have a taste
of gun powder while I on my way to Hainan but the war was too far away from my
home to see any fun. The native Roman Catholic Christians in Ichang have given
a great deal of trouble to the local mandarin(o)ns and people; but alas, they only
brought destruction upon themselves.

Please remember me kindly to all. I shall write to you a longer letter when I
have more news to give.

Goodbye

Yours truly
Charlie Soon

P. S. I would like to get any news paper that you care to send.

6. To Mr. Southgate (Feb. 4th, 1887)
Kiensan, Feb. 4, 1887
My dear Mr. Southgate:

It is a matter of great sorrow to learn the death of Miss Annie; though on the
contrary, do rejoice to know that she is happier in heaven than could possibly be on
earth. And no doubt all things work for good to them that love God. May God comfort
you all and sustain you with his tender love and grace; and finally when our work is
done in this life we may all meet her on that happy shore where there is no parting.

Miss Annie was one of my best friends. Her Christian example is worthy of
attention. When left American I had no idea of such event would have occurred so
soon, and that we are not permitted to meet again on this side of Jordan. O, this is
sad to think of. The sweetest flower God has plucked off and took away from us; but
that very identical flower is blooming in the garden of God in Heaven. Happy are
thou who sleeps in the lord. And thrice happy art thou who being translated from

earthly sorrow to heavenly joy. May God keep us from sin and weakness and Miss
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Annie was one of my best friends. Her Christian example is worthy of attention.
When left American I had no idea of such event would have occurred so soon, and
that we are not permitted to meet again on this side of Jordan. O, this is sad to
think of. The sweetest flower God has plucked off and took away from us; but that
very identical flower is blooming in the garden of God in Heaven. Happy are thou
who sleeps in the lord. And thrice happy art thou who being translated from earthly
sorrow to heavenly joy. May God keep us from sin and weakness and finally translate
us to his home where we will meet all our friends and loved ones and to live with
Christ forever.

I have begun to preach in this dialect though not as fluently as I would like to
and will be after a while. The Chinese New Year has just passed, But the holiday is
not yet over. The Chinese have no Sabbaths during the year, and when they do have
it, they extend to two or three weeks. Our school (day) will be opened on the 16th of
this moon or Feb. 8the. Last year we had 12 pupils but the coming session we expect
to have twice as many.

Kuensan is a wall city of 4 miles in circumference. It has a population of
300,000 including the suburbs. At present, we have three different denominations
represented here besides the various sects of heathen religions. We, the Southern
Methodist, the Southern Baptist, the French Catholic, the Buddhist, the Taoist, &
the Mohamedan. The Northern Presbyterian used to be here, but as they had no
house of their own and the landlord turned them out from the house they did stay in,
so they were compelled to remove to another place.

Please pray for me and work. May God give us abundance of success in the
coming year and that we may experience more deeply of his love to us-ward.

Give my love to all.

I shall be glad to hear from you at any time.

I beg to remain yours most gratefully,

Charlie.
C.d. Soon,
Cfo. Rev. C. F. Reid,
Shanghai,
China.

7. To T. V. Soong (May 3th, 1915)
Chinese Y. M. C. A.
Tokio, May 3rd, 1915
My dear Son,

I am very sorry to tell you that I cannot come to see you and Mayling as I
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expected and decided to do. I have had frequent headache and eye trouble and
recently by accident I discovered that my right eye is almost totally blind. I went to
see a specialist on eye disease and after examined me for fully an hour he said I had
kidney trouble (Bright’s disease). I went to see a famous specialist in the Imperial
University of Tokio and he too told me that I have the kidney trouble. I again went to
see an English doctor at St. Luke’s hospital of Tokio and he also said I have chronic
kidney trouble and he said I must take good care of myself or the disease may get the
upper hand of me.

Please let Mayling see this for I shall not write another similar letter. One will
do for you both. I shall remain here two weeks longer and then leave for Kobe where
I expect to spend my summer at least.

If you would like to see me you may get a return ticket and come to Japan
to spend the summer with me. If Mayling wishes to come along—But you must
arrange with the immigration officer at the port of either San Francisco or Seattle
so that when you return to school at next the fall you will have no trouble landing
on U.S. soil. I think you had better get your ticket to Kobe and back for it will not
cost any more than to Yokohama and back. I think Mayling says during the Panama
Exposition the passage between Japan and America is cheaper than usual and I
think you ought to bring Mayling with for I do not know whether I shall able to
live long enough until she graduates. The nature of my sickness is not certain. It
may carry me away very quickly and I wish to see you both before I die. I shall ask
mother, Rosa, John and Joseph to come over to Japan to see you both.

My cable address is “Soong Kobe”. So please cable me if you and Mayling are
coming you signify:“Coming”. But if you are coming alone then say:“Come”, and T
will understand. Rosa has been in Tokio over a month and Eling came after her and
stayed with me for three weeks. I sent them both home today —They will sail for
Shanghai on board French mail steamer “Vera” on the 6th and expect to be at home
on the 10th. God bless you both. Don’t forget the necessary papers from the American
immigration officer to felicitate your re-landing on American soil when you return to
school.

with love to you both—

Tam
Your most
Affectionate father
C. J Soong

8. To T. V. Soong (Aug. 6th, 1915)
Chinese Club
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24 Nanayamate Dinsan chome
Kobe, August 6th 1915
My dear son,

Your post card sent from Burlington came with Mayling’s letter by the same
mail. I am glad to know you both are in good health. Take good care of it. Without a
good health an education is practically as worthless to the possession as well as to
others. Therefore, always keep your eye on your health above all things.

Shanghai has experienced the greatest storm in her history recently. Mother
says she never saw such a storm in Shanghai before. All the trees on the Bund were
blown down. All the boats and sampans in the river were blown on shore. Our high
galvanized iron screen was blown down and crushed on New’s “feapo” tree and broke
it. A coasting steamer named “Chintai” was overturned bottomup near Woosung with
over 200 passengers on board and over 100 were drown on the spot. There were four
girls who recently returned from American college were on board and drown among
the passengers. It is so sad to think about such tragedy. They had escaped danger of
the ocean and yet were made victims of their native river without ever a glimpse of
their parents.

Old Uncle Chang’s daughter is about to be married to a man who is earning $120
PER MONTH. Aunt New is the Match maker. Singdo is about to be married also to
a man who earns something like $200 or $300 per month. Liu Keng is now a chief
clerk of British & American tobacco company in Tientsin. He gets $195 per month
and is negotiating for a wife. Kway Yung Giang is dead & his wife is a hades to his
mother. Yung Giang was a dutiful son before his marriage but after marriage he
was a veritable villain, and because he listened to his wife and treated his mother so
badly while he was living after his death his wife treats his mother even worse. How
ungrateful some people do turned out to be!

Wu Kaim Oh is in Japan. He brought his two daughters with him. One is 12
years old and the other 10.They are staying with their distant relative at Tarumi, a
seashore resort. It is about 3/4 hour’s ride by train from Kobe. This relative of there
is Mr. Y. K. Row assistant comprador of Yokohama Spice Bank of Kobe. I was also
know him. Kaimoh called at the club to see me and said Mr. Pow invited me to go
down to spend a day with him so I went down with him the same afternoon. Kaimoh
is going to Stami & Tokio on Saturday and will return to China on the 20th of this
month. Kaimoh has the stomach trouble.

Yesterday I met Li Tsing Liang on the road with other Chinese students who
were introduced to me as doctor so and so both of them. They are going to the U.S.A.
to take a special course of study. I understand Li Tsing Meur is also in U.S.A. He
went there last December.

Mother is going to Shangsi to see Eiling next month as E. is expected to be
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confined then. I wrote Chingling a long letter & request her to accompany mother
there & back but she speak to want to remain in Shanghai and asked me to go with
mother. I would be willing to go if it is perfectly safe for me to do so. But if I go I still
wish her to go along with me. I wrote to her again & said if it is perfectly safe for
me to go I will but she must go with us to keep up company and be a comfort to us.
And if she is willing to comply with my request then cable me & I will return by first
steamer. So I am waiting for a reply from her.

I am improving in health thank god. But there is still allergen in my urine and
my blood pressure is very high yet.

Perhaps, this is the last letter I write to you from Kobe and if I get the reply
next week I write to you from Kobe. Congratulate you upon the highest honour
conferred on you by the student in America.

With love to you both,

Yr. loving father
C. J. Soong

=.. The Letters from Charles Jones Soong to Sun Yat-sen Selected
from the Collection of Historical Materials of Kayano and Sun Yat-sen

1. July 13th, 1915
Chinese Club, Kobe
July,13th,1915
My Dear Doctor:

Your kind favor dated July 9th duly received with thanks. I wrote to Affo of my
going to San Francisco and sorry I had to disappoint him. It was very kind of him to
go to the steamer to meet me. Truly he has inherited the kindness of his father.

I am inclined to think that friend of yours must have met with an accident on
the Eastern battlefield where Russians and Germans have been exhibiting the art
of war. He like the most of his race was eager to get as (they would say) near the
ticklish port-battle line-as possible in order to see for himself how well the Deutsche
and Ruski could fight and in the meantime a blind bullet must have hit the wrong
man by mistake. Anyhow I hope he will get turn up and come to see you.

Wei passed through here some days ago and I had supper with him a mutual
friend named Pao who was born of Japanese mother in Kobe.

I shall not be able to go to America before this winter as my state of health
will not allow me to have a long sea voyage. I still have headache in these few days.
There is some albamen in urine yet and my blood pressure is very high. My physician

is giving me some medicine to bring it down.
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Please let me know when you have received an answer from America in regard
to the arrangement for entering U.S.A. I may go with your men if possible and
greatly oblige: Wei has told me that Ma Su has cabled to Daily News of Shanghai
advising the different political parties to unite their effort to support Yuan’s
Government. Is a screw in his head has become loosed or has he been converted by

Yuan’s almight doller? And gone back on his benevolent friend!

With best wishes
Your old friend
C.d. Soong

2. July 15th, 1915
Chinese Club, Kobe
July,15th,1915
My Dear Doctor,

Your kind favor of 11th inst. Conveying the information that your friend will
leave will leave Petrograd for Washington on the 20th received with thanks. I shall
like to leave for U.S.A. on or about first of Dec. I don’t think Rosamonde will go to
America for she must keep her mother company and help her at home. But it is
many months between now and December and arrangement may be altered.

It is rather hot for the last few days. I hope you are enjoying good health

I remain
Your old friend
C. J. Soong
[ 4##13 ] 1#FiChinese Club, Kobe

3. Aug. 3rd, 1915
Chinese Club,
24 Nakayamate Dori Sanchome,Kobe,
Aug,3rd, 1915

My Dear Doctor:

Your dated 20th July just received. Had I not been away from Kobe for a couple of
days, I would have your letter sooner, I sepat two days at Tarumi next station to Maiko.

I am greatly surprised to learn what you said about Rosamonde’s promise and
expected marriage you never told me. Before that she told you she would get married
as soon as she gets to Shanghai and she would return to Tokyo with her husband to
take up certain work.

Neither has she said a word to me about her plan of her future. Some time ago
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you wrote and asked me whether Rosa was to go to America with me or not and I
immediately wrote you a reply informing you exactly what I actually knew that she
was to remain at home to keep her mother company. Now you tell me something
quite new and strange to believe. I am inclined to think it is a joke rather than
anything else. It sounds so strange: it is so ridiculous, it is a baby talk of her for than
anything I can imagine.

My Dear Doctor, do not believe such novel talk of a young girl who likes to make
fun of herself. I can assure you that we all have such high esteem of you that would
never do anything to hurt you or your cause. “The Archtraitor” is an eternal enemy to
us all and Rosa hates him as much you yourself do, so there is no earthly danger of
her marrying such a bad man. Moreover, we are a Christian family and no daughter
of ours will become anybody’s concubine, be he a king, an emperor or a president of
the greatest on earth. We may be poor in “worldly goods”, but we are not covetous
nor ambitious and low enough to do anything against Christian principal. Therefore,
she is not going to be an empress as you seemed to fear, Let me repeat that there is
nothing in this whole earth could induce us to do anything in any way to harm you or
the cause which is so dear or near to your unselfish heart. I shall see that nothing of
the kind happen. You may depend on me that I will fulfill my promise on this score.
I am a straight forward man like yourself. Do not wish to practice deception on my
friend. The idea of casting herself at the feet of our common enemy is unthinkable to
me, and she detests even to talk with concubine much less she cares to be one. You
know she never even spoke at Chang Tsing Kiang’s “No. 2” during stay at Atami,
Besides, we will never allow our girls to marry a man we do not care who is that has
a wife, A good name is better than all glory and honour of this world to us.

You said you asked me when Rosamonde was going to get married and that I
had not answered you that if silence means consent then you would congratulate me
& C. It [is] true as I am living I know nothing Rosamonde’s marriage nor to whom.
Both Yung and Dan Chung called on her frequently, but as far as I know she has not
signified to whom she is willing to marry. Heard nothing about what you told me by
your last letter. I never got your letter which you refered to. It has never made its
appearance. It must have been lost on the way. So how do I know the contents of it?
And if I do not know how could I be otherwise than silence? So silence does not mean
“Consent”, and you may keep your congratulations a little longer.

My Dear Doctor, you will kindly remember that we are your true friends if
worse comes to the worse. I know no man among the Chinese who is more noble,
more kind and patriotic than yourself if I do say so. And how a sensible with a good
conscience goes against you? We far rather see Chingling dead and burried than to
see her married to our archtraitor as a concubine or even a wife. You may rest assure

that we will move heaven and earth to prevent anything of that kind.
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Although there are those who do not appreciate your great efforts to aiming for
the making a great China, but we are among them that do appreciate your work.
You are living a century before your time hence a very few can understand you
and appreciate the undertaking which is so dear and near to your heart. China is
not worthy of such a son as you are. But the future will do you justice and call you
blessed and will honour you as they honoured the former reformer Confucius. He too,
had been driven away from the land which you loved so much.

It was a only few days ago when I was in Li Kwoh An’s office. (I think you know
him) among other things there was not a single benefit done by the revolutionists for
the country more people. Not one revolutionist is good, sincere, unselfish or patriotic.
I told him there are. But he said “Can you mention me.” I said “Dr. Sun”. Then his
face turned red and for a few minutes he was dumb. Then said he why did not he
stay in China or go back? I said “he is too noble a gentleman to keep company with
thieves and cutthroats”. Since they (those in power) would not listen to him, he did
as Confucius had done when those in power would not listen to him. In fact, nothing
could arouse my blood and make me as angry as when anyone who tries to run you
down or says anything against you. I gave Li Kwoh An such a lecture that I am sure
he will never like to see me again in his office. Since then we met in the Club but
we do not speak to each other now. He was a friend of mine but now he is my enemy
because I took up for you and defended you. I don’t care who he or she is, if he or the
runs you down in my presence, [ will do you Justice. As a friend, I feel it is my duty
to defend your innocence and uphold the cause, let come what may, I told Li “that if
it was not for Dr. Sun’s good work, you will still have that disgraceful tail hangs from
the top of your head today and that is one of the benefits you enjoy today.” He tried
to make me believe that queue (tail) was to be cut off anyway. I said“Yes, there were
tons of talks about it but that was all for no one dares to set an example by cutting
his own off. To talk is cheap and one thing but to do is dear and another things.” I got
him so he could not argued with reason but he presented a shameful face.

Your request has been carried out—Both of the letters, yours and Yung’s
consigned to fire.

I do not wish to cable for Rosa as I had already written to her to accompany
her mother to Shansi next month as Eiling is expected to be in confinement then.
She does not like to go North because she is afraid of mosquitoes there, but she will
have to go and come with mother. My health is improving I think but there is still
albumen in urine and I am feeling weak physically. Hope you and yours are in good

health. The members of my family have been sick this summer,

Your old friend
C. J. Soong
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4. Aug. 13th, 1915
Kobe
Aug.13th,1915
My Dear Doctor:

Yours received. Just in receipt of a letter from Rosamonde saying that she is
unable to go with her mother to her sister as she has to teach in Shanghai and she
and her mother both are asking me to Mrs. Soong to Shansi which I can not comply
with for divers reasons, one of which is that my health is growing worse in the last
few days. But if I were well I would not go. I can hardly walk. In fact, I am getting so
weak that I may not be able to recover at all after all. I am leaving for Shanghai by
the French Mail on Sunday from there when I have rested. As Mrs. Soong must to go
to Shansi according to the Chinese Customs then I shall have to try my best to get
some one else to go with her. I may come back to Japan again and if I do I shall go up
to see you. In the meanwhile I beg to say goodbye. May God bless you and give you

good health and success in all your undertakings.
Yours truly,

C. J. Soong

P.S. Please do not send any letter until you hear from me again.
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