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Part one: Soong Ching ling to Mr. I. Epstein & Miss Elsie Cholmeley

1. To Epstein (June 30th, 1939)
“THE PEOPLE’S WAR”
This book is different from any other foreign work on our war of resistance
because it relates its analytic first-hand account of the struggle to the past history

and future prospects of our national revolution. Every friend of China should read it.

Soong Ching Ling
June 30, 1939

2. To Epstein & Elsie (June 29th, 1946)
Dear Elsie and Eppie:

It was so sweet of you to send me the beautiful material by Mildred Price. I
shall have it made up soon and it will be my favorite dress. However, the best thing
she brought me was the assurance of your return in the fall. Only keep my fingers
crossed that there will be no snags in visa procuration. Lots of work awaiting you
and you have no idea how much we have missed you.

Now for some news, first of all, we have decided to drop the word “Committee”
from the title of our organization. MP objected strongly to our name and suggested
that it should be called China Welfare Council. But we are not a Council so we have
decided for convenience sake to shorten our name.

MP also suggested the appointment of a Jean Green to come out from US to be
our secretary. We have decided to wait until our office is expanded enough to warrant
taking on many workers. Meantime with the approval of UCR we have invited Gerry
Tannebaum, of UNRRA and formerly of the I. and E. section of the US army to take
charge of all administrative work, as well as be responsible for overall planning,
which includes keeping present project in action, and activating new ones. He will
take over liaison work between ourselves and UNRRA, CNRRA and the Red Cross
branches, etc. of course in charge of publicity as well. Tannebaum has been helping
with our various fund raising projects already and from all angles he seems to be the
“answer to our prayer”, according to MP.

You will be pleased to hear that among our various projects, we have included
a Children’s Library to be established locally first. With all the treasure chests that
have been sent from US, and useless in the interior I thought we should translate
some of the really good books in to Chinese. Also have solicited Chinese books from
the different book-stores and with this as a start we can do much to create interest in

children for better conditions all over the world. Mrs. Ho Yao-tsu, wife of the former
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mayor of CK will be the chairman in charge of this project. We are helping a clinic for
workers and this might be worked in combination. So that all workers children will
get some free schooling.

I have obtained from the British War Organization several thousand cartons
of food supplies that were meant for prisoners of war. This have been distributed
to many poor institutions and workers. Our undernourished friends who act like
wolfs when they see food are delighted with the luxurious meat loaves, butter, fish,
yes, even candies and cigarettes. We hope that the Red Cross will come across with
clothing, etc, for the children so they will be clad as well.

This month we have staged six nights’ performances of Peiping operas which
netted us 100,000,000 CN and a one night show of This Is The Army, a punk show
but yielded over 20,000,000. The last show was made possible through the help
of Morris Cohen, who as usual was our Santa Claus. By the way, he married a
Canadian girl during the war. Was here last month and intends to start some
business here with Sunfo’s two sons. Went back last week to Canada but will be
returning. He has written his autobiography in his own racy style. I told him I would
write the preface provided that he let one of my friends edit the book for him. Much
can be done. Hope to interest “Buddy” in the project. Cohen said that he would go
fifty-fifty with anyone capable to make a best-seller.

By now you must have seen Ruth W. and heard the latest dope but one. AW
and WPN are going to get a divorce soon. MP said that her boy friend, who writes
her frequently, always goes in a drunken condition to CAC to ask for mails from
her. She has deteriorated very much. MP suggested that we “get her a new set
of teeth and some pretty clothes in order to improve our liaison contacts” with
the different relief orgs. Here, MP thought that was the only reason why her
approach has failed.

You failed to give us some hint about MP. We were greatly disappointed by some
of her vulgar approaches to stranger here. She is leaving for the North and NW with
Rosinger and a boy called Sid Rittenberg who speaks and reads Chinese, He will
report for UCR on all our activities in the liberated areas. When I see you, Elsie, I
will tell you if Cynthia hasn’t already done so.

I must bring this to a close with my hearty thanks for the gift and precious
material on the Com. For a FEDP which our friends are studying with great interest.

Yours affectionately,

SCL
June 29, 1946
1 R TEFTEME 350 i B 5 # 5t——Ida Pruitt has just left with Nor Esser

for Soudan-Paochi. Peter is holding the fact here. Falconer is a good man, Eppie, and
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his wife is also sympathetic. Thanks for introductions.

Confidential re MP.GXAJ7E(5 5 726 L)

3. To Epstein & Elsie ( Aug. 8th, 1951)
August 8, 1951
Mr. I. Epstein
Miss Elsie Cholmeley
16 Ta Ts’ao Ch’ang
Peking
Dear Friends:

This is to formally welcome you as members of the China Welfare Institute
International Publicity Department. We are most pleased to have you as co-workers
and look forward to a spirited association which will produce vivid, accurate and far-
reaching publicity materials detailing the immense progress of New China.

This is also to inform you that you are appointed respectively Executive Editor
and Associate Editor of the magazine “China Reconstructs”. It is expected that
you will spend the minimum of three days in each week working in behalf of this
magazine, at our office at 16 Ta Chao Chang.

With best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Soong Ching Ling

4. To Epstein & Elsie ( Dec. 4th, 1951)
Dear Friends:

Thanks very much for your letter and the proof of our magazine. It looks
excellent and gives promise of still more interesting contents within the attractive
covers. I am at last convinced that the CR will really going to appear this month.
Last week, I got an authoritative person to send a wire to King regarding the
necessity of having to appear soonest, since the delegates of the Chinese People’s
Nation Committee in Defence of Children will be leaving for Vienna next month, and
can bring copies for distribution abroad. Therefore, you see how fully I agree with
your good suggestion. I should be glad to sign the letters for the gift copies, and on
CWI stationery, if King doesn’t agree to do so.

Confidential, I plan to leave around the 10th for Shai, so if you would like to go
along, please let me know ahead, so I may reserve berths in my car.

Talitha is already in Hongkong and may come here. As you may remember, we
plan to have her join us as Promotion man. Gerry has written her in Geneva to find

out contacts for us, so she may bring us new channels.
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Liu Wu Kou has been to see me about going to Shai for a rest. I also know that
she is unhappy in her present work. Do you know whether she would fit in well in
our local office, either as translator or administrative worker? While I know her to
be an excellent translator of English into Chinese, I am incompetent to judge of her
other qualifications. Meantime, King is worried that Li Betty will eventually leave
us, since she is pregnant and only loaned to our office. Also King once suggested to
me that if WK should join our work, the CR magazine, he thought she should be
stationed in Peking and not Shanghai. Our CWI office needs a good person to handle
the research dep’t. So if she not required here, we may ask her to join the other
branch of work. Please feel free to give me your advice.

Thank you so much for sending on the unearthed article. I shall ask the
premier’s advice whether it should be included in the book. He has suggested several
articles, written during the war, to be thrown out.

My best greetings to you both

PS Heard that Ruth WY will be here soon.

SCL
Dec.4 1951

5. To Epstein & Elsie (Dec. 15th, 1951)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C.
Shanghai
Dec. 15, 1951
Dear Friends:

I cannot tell you how disappointed I am that I missed the chance to have a long
talk with you before my departure from Peking and upon my arrival at Shanghai,
for there are a few subjects upon which I would like to have your advice. One of
these subject concerns the problem of Anna Wang. She wants either to return to
Germany or to work in Peking with you on the new magazine. She also mentioned
the fact that you had advised her to consult me. So far as I know there is no need of
her in the Peking office, as she cannot do administrative work nor translate Chinese
into other languages. There is also the possibility of her writing a book for German
consumption—but the CWI has not the funds for such undertakings yet. As for her
return to Germany, this is a question which I cannot help her to solve.

I have not seen King yet but have seen the new magazine. The pictures are
not sufficiently clear and lively for a first issue, other minor criticisms which I shall
relate when I meet King.

An enclosing Koji’s Letter, etc, which please make use of in your PC mag, if

suitable, also enclosing a specimen of my signature in case Elsie might used to use
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for the woodblock to send our mags to the delegates at Vienna. Saw the date of
conference for defence of children has been postponed to April.

Hope Talitha is there already and will be coming down to shoulder some
important tasks.

With affectionate greetings,

SCL

6. To Epstein (Mar. 25th, 1952)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C.
March 25, 1952
Dear Eppie:

Many thanks for yours of the 19th with enclosures. I note that you have
me down for the San Fan Movement. I am definitely of the opinion that either
King Chung-hwa or Wu Yao-tsung would be better for this subject. And as for
the article on bacteriological warfare, I have already issued a statement on
this which, in my estimation, is not suitable for our magazine. Therefore may
I suggest that you approach either Mao Tung or K uo Mo-jo, who are both well
known abroad, to write on this subject. These two persons should be made greater
use of at this time.

I am very busy reading up all the necessary materials on the approaching Asian
Peace Conference. I shall have to prepare something. If it is good perhaps it can be
used as the editorial in the July-August issue. This is occupying much of my time set
aside for this work, so shall not be able to undertake more than this now. My eye is
still bothering me.

Re comments on the second issue, I do not think it is as good as the first
issue, although later issues turned out better than the first ones I saw of No.2.
King knows that I am “angry as hell” about it. The pictures are still a problem.
Many of the ones we used have appeared over and over again. The one we had for
Inner Mongolian story were uses in People’s China and the People’s Pictorials,
and the two girls signing the register have appeared abroad already. We should
make more effort to obtain more exclusive pictures. Also, some of the other
pictures were not as good as they should have been, not outstanding enough. The
lay is pretty much the same as it was last time. Rather staid and not as attractive
as it could be. Perhaps the use of bigger pictures, even though full page size,
when we obtain a really good one, would do something to give the magazine more
life. But there should be other methods thought out also. That’s about all I can
think of at this moment. I agree with you, Eppie, that the magazine, generally

speaking, is better than the first issue.
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Looking very much forward to seeing you, my warmest regards to you and Elsie.

Yours ever

SCL

7. To Elsie (June 19th, 1952)
Dear Elsie:

More appointments for this week to fulfill so let’s meet Tuesday at 4PM,
meantime wish to give you my ideas for forwarding.

a. There is no question in my mind that Dr. CHS was and is in charge of the
Peking office of CR. King is the Chairman of the Editorial Board, and as such,
responsible for the whole magazine. CHS, as the Vice-Chairman, is to lead the
Peking editorial work, while the cardre we have just sent up will be responsible for
the administrative duties. This does not in any way conflict with the clear division
of labour between Peking and Shanghai as put down the last time both you and HS
were here. What may have been misleading is the June 6th letter (and all previous
discussions which led to it) referred only to the situation in Shanghai since it was
here that changes had to be made. For that reason Peking was not mentioned but
should have been to be absolutely clear.

b. Regarding your transference to CR for whole-time work, I am definitely in
agreement. To tell you the truth, I am quite concerned by the fact that we cannot
publish on time, nor can we seem to make up for lost time which has plagued us
since the very beginning of the magazine. I am sure there are other reasons, but one
important one is that both you and Eppie are not able to devote yourselves entirely
to our work. Since we see the CR’s possibilities are everything we foresaw and more,
I deem it absolutely necessary that you work full-time on it. In addition, preparation
should be made to strengthen the personnel all around so as to further improve the
editorial work and also to prepare for the issuance of CR monthly. If this is to be
our goal in 1953, we must start to get ready at this very moment and let nothing
distract us. After all, we can see by our experience with the first three issues it takes
an enormous amount of time for our magazine to get abroad. If we are to go into
monthly production, this should be an announcement of great significance and we
must get it out before the overseas public well in advance of the actual first issue of
1953, in fact in the last twp issues of this year.

I would appreciate if you would pass on my ideas to all concerned.

Yours,

SCL
June 19, 1952
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PS Please see my draft to Liu Tsun-chi. As you know him well (I met
him only once and has only a vague memory of it ) Please criticize my draft or
prepare one for me to send him. (If our personnel secretary should read it, she
would tell me that all I had to do was to issue an order to Liu, and he must
release you...) But am afraid it is not so simple. If you think, and CHS also,
that we have a chance to pry both you and Eppie loose from the PC, let me
know and I shall process this via Peking and get the top authority to back my
request...

Another confidential matter, The party people in the CWI are very angry
at TAG for approaching directly to see me, Pandit, etc. and the peace delegates.
Four approaches in one morning and the FO people are so perturbed. Although
her motive was good, her method was wrong. The personnel secretary of the
CWI wants me to have a talk with her but I find this difficult yet, so wrote her
instead. Meantime, I am going to get the chief secretary call a meeting of the
all the carders and explain once again, for the benefit of both TAG and AW, our
directive regarding contacting foreigner which they should remember...please try
to educate TAG on the new methods and what is meant by democratic centralism.
She is still being misled by the bourgeois ideologies, esp. on democracy, I fear.
We must help her to understand the new conditions, so she could work more

affectively.

8. To Epstein (Mar. 14th, 1953)
1843 Huai Hai Lu, C
Shanghai
March 14, 1953
Dear Friend:

This is in reply to yours of March 3rd which Elsie forwarded on the 12th.

I have just one word further to add on the cover page. I think the fact
that we use such a big picture automatically draws attention to our magazine.
It is impressive. But I am sure that we have to compete with many other
publications, either in the bookstores or in libraries and in people’s homes.
This means to me that the name of our magazine, and especially the “CHINA”
part must have power. This involves style of lettering and placement, but also
involves how the title is placed in the total design. May I suggest that you
and the artists keep an eye on when working on future covers. I look eagerly
forward to seeing the new drafts.

It seems that staff is our main problem at this moment if we are to lift the
quality of the magazine both in regard to picture and text. Of course I think the

recent additions will help somewhat, but from what I have been able to gather, the
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new people have limited experience. We still need more professional additions. This
may take a bit longer to materialize, so in the meantime you may have to do some
training.

As for the liaison especially between Peking and Shanghai offices this is a
problem I am considering at the moment, I will inform you as soon as I get the final
answer to it.

The liaison must be a good and close one between the two offices so that I
can keep up with what is going on no matter how busy I get with other matters. I
consider our magazine of great importance and since it has the CWI name on it, I
feel responsible to see that it fulfills its potential.

I agree that we have to find a new name for the magazine. We have
finished with reconstruction and started on a new path, to higher levels.
But I think this is something that we have to do in 1954, starting with the
first issue. This will give us time to think up a good name, and it will also
enable us to put promotion work paving the way. I think we should move
along these lines. In the meantime I will also try to think of a name that
will fit the situation and also be able to last for quite some time.

I will be sending this back with Elsie, whom I have not been able to
see more than a minute owing to so many matters coming up at this time.
Frankly, in one way I am very sorry to see everything moving to Peking. It
means I will have less chance of seeing you both!

Best to you,

Ever your,

SCL

9. To Epstein (Mar. 13th, 1976)
Shanghai
1843 Huai hail Lu
March 13°76
Dear Eppy:

The CR magazine have arrived. The article is excellent and I am certain it will
be most welcome abroad. I can not thank you in person also—but please understand
that I do appreciate deeply your most friendly help.

By this time, I think you have heard that my friend J M Tan passed away
in Hong Kong a few days ago. Koji has just been operated upon for the same
diseases that killed our Premier Chou. As Koji has always been hardworking
never goes to bed before midnight, rushing from Honolulu to Chicago and the

south, doing his friendships work for China, I fear very much he cannot overcome
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this enemy cancer.

Ever since I came down I have been taking diathermy treatments for my
arthritis. You may be interested to hear that a friend told me she attended a
lecture by a British doctor saying that there is no such thing as an incurable case of
arthritis—and showing how a new substance called polyreer was injected into the
joints of arthritis and elderly patients and it was truly dramatic to see these people
who had been paralyzed for years Just get up and walk ! Just like the effect of oil
on a rusty key and key hole.

Perhaps someday this old friend of yours will be able to try that new cure
called polyreer. It is necessary to avoid malnutrition particularly from lack of
vitamin C and the B complex!

My hand writing has changed due to a bad fracture of the right wrist—broken
bones badly joined by a stupid doctor instead of by a surgeon. However I hope you
can my scribble.

I am trying to live quietly as suggested, avoiding vexations of all kinds. The
damp weather has cured my skin trouble, I am glad to report to yours.

My best wish to you and Elsie.
S.C. L.

Part Two: Epstein to Soong Ching Ling

1. Aug.18th, 1951
Peking, China
August 18, 1951
Dear friend,

We want to thank you very much indeed for your kind letter of welcome and
appointment.

Since we arrived in Peking, we have spent many hours discussing the
new magazine and familiarizing ourselves with the material on hand .We are
happy that we are to be entrusted with a part in its production and certainly
look forward to our association with the China Welfare Institute International
Publicity Department.

As Chin Chung-hua has requested, we are planning to visit Shanghai, probably
leaving here on August 25.We hope then to be able to discuss both the magazine and
our work in all the necessary detail.

In the meantime, we have been spending half our time at the office at Ta Ta’
ao Ch’ang working on the first issue, and we hope to be able to bring the bulk of the

copy in finished form when we come.
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With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

2. Aug. 18th, 1951

Peking
18th August, 1951
Chairman Soong Ching Ling
China Welfare Institute
Shanghai
Dear Friend:

Elsie and I received a letter on August 16 from Liu Tsung-chi,vice-director of
the China Information Bureau, giving views on our duties here. Below I reproduce
two paragraphs:

“I am glad to inform you that I have received a message from Comrade Chiao
Kuan-hua concerning your future work in China. He says in the message that both
of you will be mainly engaged in seeing that the People’s China is better edited,
and that this arrangement has met with Madame Sun’s concurrence some time
ago. Chiao also says that Elsie may spend comparatively more time on China
Reconstructs. This message, I hope, helps greatly to clarify your position, about
which we have discussed so much.”

“As to your status, may I also inform you that our Government has decided to
appoint you as advisors to the China Information Bureau, one of the functions of
which is to edit the People’s China fortnightly.”

As the letter says, there has indeed been much discussion and persuasion,
necessarily inconclusive because it has not been among persons with the
power to decide, and centering mainly on the question of where our main
responsibility (not only in terms of division of time) is to lie. Liu has repeatedly
given his views to us and to Chen Han-seng and told us that he has written
to Chin chung-hua in detail. He has also specifically requested us to pass on
the substance of his letter to you, which we are doing by quoting the essential
passage above.

Comrade Chiao is not in town at present and thus not available for direct
consultation. He certainly hope that the situation is clarified soon for the benefit of

productive work on both places.

Yours sincerely
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3. Mar. 12th, (1953)
March 12
Dear Friend,

All current issues of Chinese magazines, including People’s China, are printing
many gages of material about Stalin’s death, illustrated with his portrait, People’s
China is leading with Chairman Mao’s message.

Han-seng and I have consulted at some length on what is the proper thing for
us, and we think that since we cater to a different audience our treatment cannot be
exactly the same as that by other magazines. An added difficulty is that the present
issue is already in the press. The problem is to deal with this event of overwhelming
importance in accordance with our aims and public. This can now only be done in an
editorial printed on an extra two pages in front of the magazine.

Such an editorial will be of particular significance, especially to our readers in
India, Burma, etc. We first thought of it in terms of a statement signed by the Board,
but soon came to the conclusion that a suitable editorial can only come from your
pen. We hope very much that you can do it.

Since time is short and the magazine is sitting on the press, we are sending
you the draft of the original statement we had made up for the Board, with some
additional suggestions. Please use it or discard it as you wish. Of course it is not in
your style, but it may be of help in showing what we thought were the appropriate
points for our readership.

Please give your manuscript when completed, to Chin Chung-hua. The article
should be about 1,000-1,200 words. We may run it under a picture of the Tien An
Men Memorial Meeting.

Since we are rushing No.3 out now, we are asking Elsie to come back before all
these arrangements are completed. We are writing to Chin with a request that he get
this page through the press and insert it in the magazine.

As ever,

4. Aug. 2nd, 1960
P. 0. Box 7
Pei taihe
2nd August, 1960
Dear Friend:
We have come here for our holiday with the whole family. It is a beautiful
place...very large but with small houses so you don’t feel bustled. The beach is
gorgeous. It is the general “foreign experts” vacation place, very well run, lots of

games rooms, etc. for those who want them.
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The day after I arrived I had a letter forward to me from Stuart Gelder who
was the London “News Chronicle” correspondent in Chungking. Do you remember
him? He wrote me at the beginning of July saying that he would like to come for a
visit in October. I passed on the letter to the Foreign Ministry Press Department the
same day I received it. Then before I left Peking I phoned to ask if I could give him
any answer before coming on holiday. I got the answer just the day before I left and
sent Gelder a note that same day. The comrade at the Press Department said that he
should apply for his visa at the Office of the Charge ‘Affaires and they said that they
were issuing it that same day. They also suggested that he should try and come for
October 1st and I suggested this to him.

I am writing to tell you about this because as you probably remember Stuart is
a rather impatient person and in the second note he wrote me he said that he was
also writing direct to you. He was very much afraid that he would not be given a
visa or that it would be delayed until it was too late for him to get away from his job,
because no-one knew him any more. So I want you to know that it has all been fixed
up all right. He does not have a regular newspaper job now but want to do a book
(with pictures) about children. I think a book will be good and when he gets here we
can talk to him about its scope, etc. He can only take two months, I think it is, but I
think he can do quite a lot in that time. Stuart hasn’t had a newspaper job since he
was pushed out of the “Chronicle” in 1951. He had been their correspondent in New
York but was recalled because his dispatches from the UN were too anti-American.
Then he wasn’t allowed to write anything in London because he was not sufficiently
anti-Soviet. He then turned Catholic and is now working in the “Blue Cross” which
runs hospitals for dogs! We saw him in 1958 and he was very much interested in
what was happening in China. He tried to get a series on the commune into the
“Herald”. They promised to print them and then got cold feet and he was bitterly
disappointed, he has dreamed of coming here ever since.

We saw a bit of Ed Snow the last few weeks in Peking. There doesn’t seen
too much of the old Ed Snow left, he has become a typical facing-two-ways liberal,
afraid of fighting the hand that doesn’t feed him but which he hopes will feed him
again. Still there may be some sparks of real feeling for the Chinese people and their
revolution under all the accumulation of years on top and we have been trying to
blow on them. Here’s hoping.

Eppie sends his loves, as I do.

5. Feb. 4th, 1974
February 4, 74
Dear Friend:

Here is a re-typed and I hope improved copy, again I have to apologize for delay.
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Had another very short bout with the ‘flu. Probably because I sat motionless in the office
catching up on a lot of old magazines while every one else was at an outside rally and
forgot that the heat was off, so got chilled to the innards. Never mind, where colds are
concerned I am like one of those lead-weighted dolls, quick to pop up again. Maybe (perish
the thought) it is because I am also rather the same shape nowadays.

Some point on the accompanying:

1. The message in the first para. Was the one to China Welfare Appeal in ’50.
We could put in the organization by adding “to the China Welfare Appeal in New
York” after the end of the sentence. I thought no need to be so specific, because things
are so far beyond the welfare type of relationship now (even though this was an org.,
which stood for a break with the old set-up.)

2. Have tried to broaden the general tone so that it is not so parochially centered
on one organization and event but extends more to the general tasks of people’s
friendship. At the same time it does not separate itself from the specific addressee
and occasion. Two consideration here: (a ) This I think also helps it to fit the dual
purpose—publication in CR as well if desired, the two are not exclusive but it was
a bit hard to strike the balance; (b) Since the shape, time of publication, etc. of the
new paper does not yet seem to have been well threshed out among those concerned,
it seemed better to stay away from anything that would appear to be a nudge from
here on such matters, while at the same time encouraging the idea of uniting in a
national body with a national paper.

3. The section on China was in previous draft a bit lumpy, too thin in some
places and the balance too thick on one—the medical. So I have tried to put more
substance in the first, while not whittling down the second.

The list of objectives of the US friendship group itself is taken from the May-
August (vol. 2, no. 3) “China and US”, p. 8, “Statement of Principles” of the East
Coast regional organization.

Not knowing the comrades now concerned with it—different from the time
when Tang was here and we saw and consulted with each other. So my impressions
are limited ones and I hope you do not take them as stemming from firm knowledge
of the policies or full background and facts involved.

Hope this will be useful. And that you are feeling better now. And of course that
we will be seeing you soon.

I did not see the Snow memorial photo, but did see the TV coverage. Glimpsed
Elsie there though missed myself altogether—only heard our daughter exclaim,
“there’s Daddy’s bald head”.

But we are very glad you noticed, and we do in fact look much the same and feel
not too different.

As always,
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I want to say again that I am not au fait with this general field now, having

been long absent and.

6. Dec. 21th, 1976
December 21, 1976
Dear Friend,

We send you these greetings with the especial hope and confidence, now that the
four pests and all their foulness and hypocrisy have been done away with, that the
New Year will be a fine one for you and for the whole people and country—the cause
of the century and more of China’s revolution, and of the half-century of the people’s
epic struggle under Chairman Mao’s leadership can now go forward undistorted by
these self-inflated fakers and monsters.

It was good to see you on TV at the NPC Standing Committee looking strong
and well, and also later when receiving the Pakistani envoy.

Li Po-ti told us about asking you to do the memorial article on the Premier—
which would be so suitable for CR and for the people abroad and at home and was
the strongly expressed wish of the comrades working on the magazine, and also that
unfortunately the winter climate here had brought back your skin trouble so you
didn’t feel able to. We still hope very much, if you feel better and possibly can, that
you will consider it again. There is time, it would not need to be ready till a month
from now. And if you need help I can do all I can , perhaps you could speak the
recollections and thoughts you want put in—and I could write them down to relieve
you of the physical strain, for your further correction and approval.

Do think of it.

In the meantime, all our love

7. Dec. 6, (7)
Saturday, Dec. 6
Dear Friend:

I am very sorry not to have had news earlier. The article was liked by all
dealing with it and I do not anticipate any suggestions on changes, except possibly in
minor detail or words. But the pace of things is rather slow (complicated at one point
by the illness of one person along the way for a few days) and the opinion now seems
to have gone back to CR as the best place. In the meantime I have said again that
you would like to have it out faster than CR’s schedule allows.

On Monday or Tuesday there should be a Chinese translated text, which is the
usual procedure for confirmation, and I hope the confirmation will come not long
after, so that you can approve the text for the press.

Will be in touch with you next week, or perhaps you would like me to do
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something more, or more directly. So far as CR is concerned, it is true that it is slow,

but it will have quite good resonance.

With love,

Part Three: other related letters

1. Letter of Introduction for Epstein from Soong Ching Ling (1941)"

2. Soong Ching Ling to Leo Eloesser (Mar. 15, 1949)
Dr. Leo Eloesser

Peiping, China

Dear Dr. Eloesser :

I am writing you at this time on a matter of urgency and | would appreciate if
you could give me an answer by wire as soon as possible.

Since you have been working so hard in the interior, many things have taken
place in the United States in relation to my welfare work. | would like to bring you
up-to-date.

As you may know, for the past two years the United Service to China has
repeatedly failed to raise any funds for our projects in China. In addition to this, they
have become quite political in their appeals, and in effect were against the events which
have taken place here within the past few years. Consequently, we have asked on many
occasions that the China Aid Council, which represented our North China Projects in
America, withdraw from USC and start out on a campaign to establish their own and
our identities and raise funds and supplies. The China Aid Council has consistently
refused to accept this suggestion and Pnally came to the point in November of last year,
when USC could not even give them of bce expense money, of terminating their activities.

As a result of this action, a new organization was started under the name of China
Welfare Appeal and this will be devoted exclusively to projects sponsored by the China
Welfare Fund. Later the China Aid Council reversed its decision and decided to remain
in existence but still as part of USC. This was done despite the fact that no budget
had been presented for our projects for 1949 and there was little hope that we could
have been included. There actually was a resolution passed at one of the USC Program
Committee Meetings to the affect that USC would not support projects in areas not
recognized by the US Government. You can see, therefore, that we forced to take steps
which would put us outside the USC orbit and we accepted the China Welfare Appeal

offer and have appointed them as our sole representative in the United States.
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